Office of the Sheriff
Somerset County, Maryland

General Order: 01-14-28
Effective Date: September 1, 2014

Chapter 19
Police Vehicle Fresh Pursuit

1. Policy
Vehicular pursuit of fleeing suspect(s) presents a danger to the lives of the public,
Deputies and suspect(s) involved in the pursuit. It is the policy of this Sheriff’s Office to
protect all people’s lives to the extent possible when enforcing the law. In addition, it is
the responsibility of the Sheriff’s Office to assist Deputies in the safe performance of
their duties. To effect these obligations, it shall be the policy of the Sheriff’s Office to
narrowly regulate the manner in which vehicular pursuit is undertaken and performed.
All Deputies who operate police vehicles will comply with safe driving procedures
outlined herein.
The pursuit of a person who has committed a felony or who is reasonably suspected of
having committed a felony is permitted under this policy. Fresh pursuit as used herein
shall not necessarily imply instant pursuit, but pursuit without reasonable delay and that
is continuous. Such pursuits should be continued only in extreme circumstances. Such
pursuits should be taken within the scope of his/her employment and without malice or
gross negligence.
2. Purpose
This policy is established to provide guidelines for the operator of an emergency vehicle
driving in excess of posted speed limits and counter to traffic control devices in an effort
to apprehend a vehicle operator who is attempting to avoid capture.
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3. Definitions
A. Fresh Pursuit – Any active attempt by a Deputy in a vehicle to apprehend a fleeing
suspect(s) attempting to avoid apprehension.
4. Procedures
A. Initiating the Pursuit
1) The decision to initiate a pursuit must be based on the pursuing Deputy’s
conclusion that the immediate danger to the public created by the pursuit is less
than the immediate or potential danger to the public should the suspect(s)
remain at large.
2) Deputies in an authorized emergency vehicle may initiate a vehicular pursuit
when the following criteria are met:
a) The suspects(s) exhibits the intention to avoid arrest to flee
apprehension for an alleged felony or misdemeanor;
b) The suspect(s) refuses to stop at the direction of the Deputy; and
c) The suspect(s), if allowed to flee, would present a danger to human life
or cause serious injury.
3) The primary factor for a Deputy to consider when entering a pursuit is the
protection of property and the safeguarding of lives. The Deputy must carefully
evaluate, based on the facts immediately known to him/her, whether his/her
pursuit outweighs the potential for harm.
4) The pursuing Deputy should consider the following factors when determining
whether it is reasonable to initiate a pursuit:
a) Volume of traffic;
b) Location of pursuit – urban, suburban, or rural area;
c) Driving abilities of the Deputy;
d) Condition of the authorized emergency response vehicle;
e) Weather conditions;
f)

Road conditions – poor road conditions, narrow and winding roads;
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g) Speeds involved; and
h) Traveling against traffic – particularly on a divided highway.
B. Pursuit Responsibilities
1) The pursuing deputy shall immediately notify the Sheriff’s Office that a pursuit is
underway. The Deputy shall provide the following information:
a) Unit identification
b) Location, speed and direction of travel of the fleeing vehicle;
c) Description and license plate number, if known, of the fleeing vehicle;
and
d) Number of occupants in the fleeing vehicle, and descriptions, where
possible.
e) The pursuing Deputy should continually reevaluate the factors listed in
Section D.1.d. over the course of the pursuit in determining whether it is
reasonable to continue a pursuit.
C. Supervisor’s Responsibilities During Vehicular Pursuit
1) The Sheriff’s office shift supervisor shall assume responsibility for the
monitoring and control of the pursuit.
2) The Sheriff’s Office shift supervisor shall continuously review the incoming data
to determine whether the pursuit should be continued or terminated.
a) See Section E for more detail on pursuit termination.
3) The Sheriff’s Office’s shift supervisor shall be responsible for coordination of the
pursuit as follows:
a) Directing the pursuit vehicles into or out of the pursuit;
b) Predestination of primary, support or other backup vehicle
responsibilities;
c) Approval or disapproval, and coordination of pursuit tactics; and
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d) Approval or disapproval to leave jurisdiction to continue pursuit.
D. Vehicle Operations
1) When pursuing, Deputies will be guided by the provisions of the Transportation
Article and the procedures contained elsewhere in this manual concerning
operation of motor vehicles under emergency conditions. However, means
utilized by Deputies must be reasonable in terms of considering the risk of
bodily harm that the Deputy’s actions posed to the suspect(s) in light of the
threat to the public t that the Deputy is trying to eliminate. Under no
circumstances will a non-police vehicle be utilized as a means a physically
stopping a fleeing vehicle.
2) Sheriff’s Office vehicles pursuing should be marked units. If marked units are
unavailable, then unmarked units may pursue only by making full use of visual
and audible emergency equipment.
E. Termination of Pursuit
1) The Sheriff’s Office shift supervisor shall terminate the pursuit when the
preservation of life and property of the public, Deputies, and/or the suspect(s) is
put into jeopardy so that the dangers involved with continued pursuit outweigh
the value of immediately apprehending the suspect(s).
2) In any of the following circumstances, the Sheriff’s Office shift supervisor shall
terminate the pursuit:
a) Weather or traffic conditions substantially increase the danger of
pursuit beyond the worth of apprehending the suspect(s); or
b) The distance between the pursuit and fleeing vehicles is so great that
further pursuit is futile.
5. Use of Firearms
The use of firearms during fresh pursuit will be in strict conformance to Sheriff’s
Office policy and regulations governing the use of firearms within Maryland.
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6. Tire Deflating Devices
1) Tire deflating devices are an alternative for slowing and stopping a vehicle being
pursued.
2) Only SCSO personnel who have received specific instructions on the proper use
of tire deflating devices may employ tire deflating devices.
3) Only SCSO issued tire deflating devices will be used.
4) Procedures for Tire Deflating Devices:
a) Prior to using a tire deflating device, Deputies shall notify the shift
supervisor of their intent to use the device.
b) Measures should be taken to divert other traffic from the area where
the tire deflating device is to be used to prevent unnecessary damage to
other vehicles.
c) The exact location, to include lane of deployment will be communicated
to Somerset County Emergency Services dispatch and to all pursuing
vehicles.
d) Use of a tire deflating device when a pursuit of a motorcycle is
prohibited.
7. Records and Notifications
1) The Sheriff’s Office shift supervisor and all Deputies involved in a pursuit shall:
a) Complete Form 114, Sheriff’s office Vehicle pursuit Review Form.
b) Notify the Sheriff and Chief Deputy of such incident.

Robert N. Jones

Sheriff
Somerset County
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